
FOCUS AREAS

ECONOMIC JUSTICE 
The Southern Poverty Law Center’s Economic Justice Project is focused on three areas: 

1. Reforming policies that trap the poor in a cycle of court debt.
We want to stop the practice of Deep South towns locking up the poor simply because they cannot pay minor fines and 
fees. We are also working to stop practices that extort these payments from the poor. The burden of these policies – as 
well as other practices outlined here – often fall most heavily on communities of color.

2. Protecting low-income consumers from predatory practices.
We’re helping lead the charge to protect consumers in Alabama from payday and title loan lenders that prey on low-
income communities and trap the poor in a cycle of debt. We’re educating the public and supporting a national effort to 
create strong consumer safeguards to rein in this industry.

3. Protecting the social safety net for the poor. 
We’re working to ensure that the poor are not denied access to the social safety net. In Tennessee, for example, we filed 
suit when officials erected barriers to keep many residents from obtaining health care coverage under its Medicaid 
program. Our suit led to a settlement that has helped more than 20,000 people. 

HERE ARE THREE WAYS YOUR SPLC ON CAMPUS CLUB CAN HELP
k Investigate private probation contracts. 
Find out if your community contracts with private probation companies. These companies often prey on low-
income individuals by charging a fee on top of the fines and fees they collect on behalf of cities and towns. Urge local 
communities to end their contracts with these companies. Create a petition, organize a demonstration and get the 
conversation started against these unjust practices.

k Host a discussion about the payday lending industry.
Payday lending preys upon low-income communities and even college students. It is important that people are aware of 
these lenders’ practices that trap their customers in a cycle of debt.

k Do your homework.
Are there policies on your campus or in your community that are discriminatory to people who are poor? Do they mostly 
affect communities of color? Work with your campus community members to end these practices. 
 



JUVENILE JUSTICE 
We’re working to ensure that vulnerable children in the Deep South have equal opportunity to reach their full potential. 
Here are three of our priorities: 

1. Stopping the “school-to-prison pipeline.”
We are working to eliminate unnecessary suspensions, expulsions and school-based arrests that cut short a child’s 
education and increase the likelihood of incarceration, particularly for children of color. 

2. Ending juveniles being placed in the adult prison system.
We are working to stop the prosecution of children in the adult criminal justice system and their incarceration in adult 
prisons and jails. 

3. Transforming the juvenile justice system.
We are working to reform a juvenile justice system that subjects children to abuse and neglect and fails to provide the 
necessary medical, mental health, educational and rehabilitative services. 

HERE ARE THREE WAYS YOUR SPLC ON CAMPUS CLUB CAN HELP
k Host a presentation.
Find out about the juvenile justice practices in your community and create a presentation to educate people about these 
practices and spark a conversation about juvenile justice and race in your area.

k Research your university’s current contracts.
Conduct research to determine how you and your university may benefit from the prison industrial complex. Set up 
a table on your campus to educate students about these corporations’ unjust practices and encourage campus and 
community members to find ways to end them.

k Host a screening and discussion of Prison Kids.
Screening Prison Kids is a good way to raise awareness about the mass incarceration of children. Work with local youth 
justice organizations to organize a panel or discussion after the film. Juvies and Young Kids, Hard Time are two other 
documentaries that examine this issue.  
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http://fusion.net/series/prison-kids/
http://juvies.net/index.php
http://www.msnbc.com/documentaries/watch/young-kids-hard-time-41660483882


LGBT RIGHTS 
We’re working in the courts to ensure that LGBT people achieve full equality under the law. Despite recent gains by this 
community, there is still much work ahead. In recent years, we’ve launched groundbreaking cases to: 

1. Challenge gay-to-straight “conversion therapy” as fraudulent.

2. Protect LGBT children from violence and harassment in school.

3. Ensure the parental rights of LGBT people.

4. Protect the right to proper medical treatment and safe housing for transgender prisoners.

5. Protect the First Amendment rights of LGBT students.

HERE ARE FOUR WAYS YOUR SPLC ON CAMPUS CLUB CAN HELP
k Host a screening and discussion of Bullied. 
Teaching Tolerance’s Bullied is a documentary film that chronicles one student’s ordeal at the hands of anti-gay bullies. 
Invite campus and community members to watch it and participate in a discussion about your campus’ climate for 
LGBT students. Lead a discussion on direct action that can improve your campus’ climate.

k Promote LGBT anti-discrimination laws and policies. 
Find out if LGBT people are legally protected from discrimination on your campus and in your community. If they are 
not, lobby administrators and policymakers to support anti-discrimination laws and policies.  

k Launch a campaign to educate students and community members about LGBT issues.
The first step to ensure an inclusive campus for all students is educating people about LGBT issues. Once you’ve raised 
awareness, it is easier to garner support for policies such as gender-neutral bathrooms and dormitories. 

k Encourage inclusion in everyday conversations.
Start a dialogue on campus about the importance of using a person’s preferred gender pronoun. Start the conversation 
on social media by using #pgp – preferred gender pronouns. Set up a table on campus to continue the dialogue. Join 
existing organizations or departments using preferred gender pronouns. 
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http://www.tolerance.org/kit/bullied-student-school-and-case-made-history


CIVIL RIGHTS TRIPS TO ALABAMA
Visiting historic civil rights sites in Alabama is a powerful way to connect the past to present struggles for justice. SPLC 
on Campus recommends a variety of sites that provide an opportunity for learning and for community service:

BIRMINGHAM
16th St. Baptist Church 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute 
Kelly Ingram Park

MONTGOMERY
Civil Rights Memorial Center
Equal Justice Initiative
Alabama Department of Archives and History
Rosa Parks Museum and Library

SELMA
Lowndes County Interpretive Center
Selma Interpretive Center

SERVICE SITES
Resurrection Catholic Missions – Montgomery
Something New – Selma 
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16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham

Kelly Ingram Park, Birmingham Edmund Pettus Bridge, Selma

Civil Rights Memorial Center, Montgomery

Civil Rights Memorial, Montgomery
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http://www.16thstreetbaptist.org/
http://www.bcri.org/index.html
http://alabama.travel/places-to-go/kelly-ingram-park
https://www.splcenter.org/civil-rights-memorial
http://www.eji.org/
http://www.museum.alabama.gov/
http://www.troy.edu/rosaparks/
http://alabama.travel/places-to-go/selma-to-montgomery-trail-interpretive-center
http://alabama.travel/places-to-go/selma-interpretive-center-nps
http://www.rcmsouth.org/
http://www.somethingnew.org/

